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BASE  BALL  HISTORY. 


Over  five  million  spectators  witnessed 
the  American  and  National  league  games 
during  the  past  season,  and  of  the 
almost  countless  number  who  have  been 
patrons  of  the  great  American  sport  for 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  probably 
there  are  very  few  outside  of  sporting 
writers  and  close  followers  of  the  game 
who  have  any  idea  how  long  baseball 
has  been  played,  where  it  originated, 
where  and  when  the  first  championship 
games  were  played  and  when  the  two 
•big  leagues  now  playing  began  their 
contests. 

Some  very  interesting  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  the  game  since  its  inception, 
some  of  the  more  important  plays,  feat- 
ure games  and  diamond  happenings 
which  will  make  good  reading  for  base- 
ball enthusiasts  will  be  found  in  this 
story,  written  for  the  purpose  of  familiar- 
izing patrons  of  clean  sport  as  regards  'H^ 
its  history,  past  and  present. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  author 
has  seen  all  the  plays  recorded,  for  one 
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would  have  to  be  the  champion  of  cham- 
pions of  globe-trotters  to  be  present  at 
all  the  great  games  since  "play  ball" 
was  first  sounded.  But  these  facts  are 
presented  so  that  one  may  fill  a  few 
spaces  in  their  sporting  scrap  book  for 
future  generations  to  read  and  refer  to, 
and  perhaps  furnish  interesting  reading 
for  others  after  the  present  supporters 
of  the  game  have  been  "  struck  out." 

The  first  baseball  game  was  played  in 
1840,  no  masks  or  gloves  being  used,  bu1 
what  was  called,  the  old  "  rounders" 
game  was  played  as  far  back  as  1825 
Just  what  the  style  of  this  game  was  is 
too  long  a  story  to  give  at  this  time. 

The  New  York  Knickerbockers,  organ 
ized  in  1845,  was  the  first  ball  club,  anc 
the  first  match  game  was  played  at  Ho  j 
boken,  N.  J.,  June  19,  1846. 

No  set  rules  for  the  playing  of  th< 
game  existed  at  this  time  and  for  1: 
years  games  were  played  by  the  term 
being  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  con 
testants;  but  in  1857  rules  governing  th< 
game  were  drawn  up  in  New  York,  th< 
first  league  was  formed  there  the  sam« 
year,  and  the  first  championship  teac 
hailed  from  that  city  the  following  yea'i 
_  jg58  — the  first  baseball  trophy  beim 
given  by  the  New  York  Clipper  in  i86n 


From  1 86 1  to  1868  we  have  no  records 
of  baseball  games,  probably  because  the 
strenuous  days  intervening  called  into 
action  all  available  men  for  the  purpose 
of  handling  balls  of  a  smaller  size  and 
more  deadly  in  effect.  With  peace  re- 
stored the  sport  again  took  on  new  life, 
and  in  1868  the  first  salaried  team  was 
organized  at  Cincinnati,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  salary  of  the  entire  team 
would  not  pay  the  salary  of  one  of  the 
star  players  of  today. 

In  1871  the  Professional  National  Asso- 
;  ciation  was  formed. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  point  where  the 
present  generation  begins  to  take  an  in- 
:  terest,  and  just  100  years  from  the  birth 
of  independence  the  birth  of  continuous 
:  baseball  took  place  in  the  formation  of 
the  National  league  in  1876. 

The  old  American  Association  was 
born  in  1881,  but  after  a  short  life  of  10 
[  years,  disbanded  in  1891.  It  was  the 
:  first  to  award  the  series  or  championship 
i  to  the  club  having  the  best  percentage. 
1      The  Players'  league,  formed  in  1890, 

was  in  existence  but  two  years. 
1  The  American  league  (originally  the 
b  Western  league)  was  formed  in  1894, 
:  with  Ban  Johnson  as  president,  but  in 
i\  1901  the  present  American  league  was 
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formed  with  the  following  Eastern 
teams  added:  Washington,  Boston,  Bal- 
timore and  Philadelphia.  Chicago  won 
the  first  pennant. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the 
great  and  original  American  sport  is  not 
much  beyond  its  teens,  yet  no  sport  has 
ever  had  a  cleaner  record  or  been  pat- 
ronized by  such  a  vast  number  of  people 
as  baseball.  Bach  year  finds  it  growing 
more  and  more  popular,  the  grounds  in 
many  cities  being  enlarged  to  accomo- 
date the  incieasing  patronage. 

Now  that  the  formation  of  a  very  few 
of  the  different  associations  and  leagues 
have  been  dealt  with  attention  is  called 
to  some  of  the  diamond  features,  long 
games,  etc.,  in  the  baseball  world,  in 
and  out  of  the  big  leagues. 

The  largest  attendance  recorded  for  a 
game  was  at  Philadelphia,  Oct.  i,  18S6, 
when  ,40,000  spectators  were  present. 
This  seems  a  large  crowd  for  Philadel- 
phia for  so  late  in  the  season,  but  it  is 
on  record  and  is  so  recognized. 

Chicago  and  St.  Louis  played  the  first 
1  to  o  score  in  1875. 

Fargo  played  the  Devil's  Lake  team 
a  25-inning  game  on  July  18,  1891,  with 
a  o  to  o  score. 

One  of  the  longest  baseball  games  on  I 
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record  was  played  at  Boston,  May  n, 
1877,  between  Manchester  (N.  H.)  pro- 
fessional team  and  Harvard  College 
nine,  the  score  being  0-0  for  24-in- 
nings. 

The  next  longest  game  was  at  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  between  Tacoma  and  Seattle, 
May  15,  1891,  Tacoma  winning  in  the 
22d  inning  by  a  score  of  6  to  5. 

The  two  longest  games  in  the  Ameri- 
can league  were  played  at  Boston,  the 
first,  July  4,  1905,  going  20-innings  with 
a  4-2  score,  and  the  second,  Sept.  1, 
1906,  going  24-innings  with  a  4-1  score. 
Philadelphia  being  the  opposing  and 
winning  team  in  both  instances. 

The  records  give  a  phenomenal  game 
at  San  Francisco,  April  28,  1905,  when 
James  Whalen  of  the  San  Francisco 
club  pitched  39  innings  without  allow- 
ing opposing  team  to  score. 

F.  W.  Thayer  of  Harvard  invented  the 
catcher's  mask  in  1876. 

Duglas  Allison  of  the  Cincinnati 
Reds  used  the  first  left-handed  glove  in 
1886. 

S.  L.  Thompson  of  Detroit,  in  1887,  is 
credited  with  having  played  in  184 
games. 

The  Providence  and  Metropolitan 
teams  were  the  first  to  play  a  world's 


series.  Providence  winning  three 
straight  in  1894. 

Ed.  Crane,  in  1884,  threw  a  baseball  135 
yards,  406  feet  %  inch.  It  was  beaten 
two  feet  by  Larry  Twitchell,  but  not 
officially.  ("Billy"  Bowman,  now  at 
Woodbury's  cafe,  assisted  in  measuring 
this  throw). 

Up  to  1902  Miss  Bertha  Burgett  of 
Blmira,  N.  Y. ,  held  the  record  for  women 
with  181  feet. 

Miss  Marjorie  Bell,  University  High 
School,  Chicago,  threw  a  ball  204  ft., 
2  in.,  May  22,  1906. 

Maine  has  the  champion  girl  baseball 
player  in  Miss  Marion  Reynolds.  She 
holds  the  record  of  throwing  the  regu- 
lation baseball  the  distance  of  182^ 
feet.  She  has  played  on  many  nines 
and  is  a  good  all-round  player. 

Marty  Hogan  ran  the  bases  at  Indian- 
apolis in  1895  in  13  1-5  seconds. 

The  Waco  team  of  the  Texas  league 
in  1903  holds  the  record  for  long-dis- 
tance hitting,  making  nine  home  runs. 

Fourteen  Boston  American  players 
went  to  bat  in  ninth  inning  of  a  game 
at  New  York  April  30,  1906,  making 
nine  runs. 

Larry  Schlafly,  second  baseman  of  j 
Portland,  Ore.,  team,  June,  1905,  and : 


First  baseman  Murch  of  Manchester, 
N.  H.  (N.  K.  league),  Sept.  6,  1906,  hold 
record  for  making  triple  plays  un- 
assisted. 

Since  1876,  there  haa  been  50  games 
played  in  which  one  of  the  teams  has 
not  been  able  to  make  a  hit  or  a  run  and 
in  five  of  them  not  a  base  on  balls  was 
given  by  the  winning  pitcher,  as  fol- 
lows :  Cleveland  defeated  by  Worcester 
in  1880,  Buffalo  by  Providence,  same 
year.  Philadelphia  by  Boston  in  1904. 
Chicago  (National)  by  New  York  in 
1905,  and  the  last,  an  amateur  game, 
was  pitched  by  Richard  Howard  of  East 
Boston,  1906.  Space  forbids  giving 
dates  of  all  these  games. 

Other  sphool  and  minor  league  games 
of  this  kind  have  been  played,  but  are 
not  recorded. 

The  strikeout  record  for  professional 
ball  belongs  to  Charley  Shields  of  the 
Seattle  club,  who  has  19  to  his  credit. 
In  a  school  game  at  Wakefield,  Mass., 
April  28,  1906,  Pitcher  Chase  of  Reading 
High  struck  out  22  Wakefield  players. 

The  winners  of  the  world's  series  re- 
ceives 75  per  cent,  of  receipts  of  first 
four  games  and  losers  25  per  cent.  Had 
the  games  of  this  year  been  played  in 
an  eastern  city  by  the  two  Chicago 
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clubs  the  attendance  would  have  been 
at  least  twice  as  large,  owing  to  the  fact 
of  larger  ball  grounds  and  better  weather 
conditions,  as  some  of  the  games  at  Chi- 
cago were  played  while  snow  was  fall- 
ing. 

From  1SS9  to  1903  world's  series 
seemed  to  be  among  the  missing,  pos- 
sibly due  to  financial  reasons,  as  no 
records  appear.  All  the  previous  games 
were  played  by  National  league  and 
American  Association  teams. 

The  present  two  big  leagues  began 
similar  series  in  1903  as  follows  :  Bos- 
ton A.  L.,  5;  Pittsburg  N.  L.,  3.  In 
1905,  New  York,  N.  L.,4;  Philadelphia 
A.  L.,  1.  In  1906,  Chicago  A.  L.,  4; 
Chicago,  N.  2. 

The  latter  series  is  the  first  on  record 
where  world's  honors  has  been  con- 
tested by  two  teams  from  the  same  city. 

The  attendance  at  the  1905  series  for 
five  games  was  91,753,  and  receipts  of 
56S, 436.81,  played  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia. 

For  1906  the  attendance  was  90,845 
and  receipts  of  1105  ,540.  Of  this  amount 
the  players  received  $33,401,70,  as  fol- 
lows: Chicago  Nationals  19  men,  $Sr 
350.17;  Chicago  Americans,  21  men, 
125,051.53,  with  an  extra  bonus  from 
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the  owners  of  club  of  $15,000.00. 

World's  championship  series  were  be- 
gun in  1884,  and  up  to  date  were  played 
by  following  teams  :  Providence  (N.  L.) 
beat  Metropolitan  A.  A.  three  straight. 
In  1885  Chicago  N,  L.  and  St.  Louis 
A.  A.  tied  with  three  each.  In  1886 
St.  Louis  A.  A.  won  four  and  Chicago, 
N.  L-,  three.  In  1887  Detroit,  N.  L., 
won  ten,  and  St.  Louis  A.  A.,  five. 
In  1888  New  York,  N.  L-,  won  six,  St. 
Louis  A.  A.,- four.  In  1889  New  York, 
N.  L-,  six,  Brooklyn  A.  A.,  three. 

The  catcher's  mask  and  mitt,  fielders' 
gloves,  chest  protectors,  spiked  shoes, 
stationary  home  plates  and  visible  bases 
have  all  been  introduced  and  improved 
upon,  together  with  the  manufacture  of 
balls  since  the  introduction  of  the  game, 
but  no  one  has  yet  seemed  able  to  im- 
prove on  the  baseball  bat.  That  re- 
mains about  the  same,  and  from  all 
appearances  will  continue  to  be  the 
weapon  with  which  pennants  will  be 
won. 

A  few  happenings  that  will  enter  the 
record  class  are  these  : 

Boston   Americans   lost   20  straight 
games  and  Boston  Nationals  19,  while 
New  York  Americans  won  15  games, 
:  including  five  straight  double  headers. 
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Chicago  Americans,  out  of  25  mid- 
season  games  won  23,  lost  one  and 
played  a  0-0  tie. 

April  24,  1906,  was  a  great  day  for 
hitting,  the  National  league  teams  mak- 
ing 84  singles,  13  two-baggers,  three 
three-baggers  and  a  homer,  for  a  total 
of  46  runs,  while  the  Americans  made 
63  singles,  nine  two-baggers  and  four 
three-baggers,  for  a  total  of  34  runs. 

Fifteen  new  records  were  made  in  1906. 

Chicago  Nationals  won-  116  games; 
beating  the  former  record  of  106. 

Stone  of  St.  Louis  Americans  holds 
record  for  base  hits,  having  made  207. 

Cleveland  goes  on  record  with  120 
double  plays. 

Two  of  the  longest  and  best  profes- 
sional games  have  been  played  in  Bos- 
ton between  the  Philadelphia  and  Boston 
teams  of  American  league,  the  full 
scores  of  which  will  be  found  in  this 
book. 

So  long  as  baseball  keeps  up  its  re- 
putation as  the  cleanest  of  all  sports,  so 
long  will  it  continue  to  have  the  sup- 
port of  press,  public,  clergy  and  all  true 
lovers  of  clean  athletics,  and  to  these 
the  writer  has  endeavored  to  give  a  story 
that  will  not  only  prove  interesting, 
but  be  of  value  for  future  reference. 
12 


When  one  takes  into  consideration 
that  the  attendance  of  the  two  leagues 
alone  for  1905  and  1906,  which  was  11,- 
343,105,  more  than  equals  the  combined 
population  of  New  York,  Chicago, 
Philadelphia,  Brooklyn,  St.  Louis  and 
Boston,  according  to  1900  census,  one 
can  get  some  idea  of  the  popularity  of 
our  own  American  game.  Add  to  these 
figures  the  attendance  of  school,  college 
and  minor  league  games  and  London 
and  other  European  capitals  could  put 
in  their  populations  and  still  have 
enough  left  to  form  a  standing  army  of 
sufficient  size  to  protect  any  nation. 

Only  17  players  now  in  American 
league  who  started  in  1901. 
I  There  were  132  games  in  American 
league  in  1906,  in  which  one  team  failed 
to  score,  and  three  games  called  off 
without  either  team  scoring. 

The  American  league  tried  out  207 
players  in  1906,  an  average  of  26  to  a 
team,  or  enough  for  23  teams  of  nine 
men  each.  There  were  88  pitchers,  54 
infielders,  38  outfielders  and  30  catchers. 
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JAKE  BECKLEY'S  RECORD. 


Jake  Beckley  has  a  record  that  few 
veterans  can  beat.  In  the  last  iS  years 
he  has  played  2223  games  and  has  made 
2676  hits,  for  a  grand  average  of  .3OS. 

In  the  same  time  he  has  had  23,802 
fielding  chances  and  has  made  but  431 
errors,  which  gives  him  a  grand  field- 
ing average  of  .9S2  for  that  entire  pericd. 

He  has  stolen  32S  bases.  Eleven 
times  he  has  ranked  fifth  or  better 
among  first  basemen,  and  seven  times 
he  has  been  third  or  better. 
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RECORDS  OF  1906. 


Ferris  of  Boston  Americans  made 
three  double  plays  at  Chicago  June  20. 

Shortstop  Altizer  of  Washington  made 
five  runs  in  seven  innings  July  2. 

The  shortest  game  for  nine  full  in- 
nings was  played  at  Chicago  with  Brook- 
lyn, just  60  minutes  being  the  actual 
time. 

Boston  and  Philadelphia  teams  of 
American  league  played  the  longest 
game  on  record  at  Boston,  Sept.  r,  1906, 
going  24  innings,  with  a  4-1  score  in 
favor  of  Philadelphia.  It  took  four  hours 
and  47  minutes. 

New  York  Americans  won  five  straight 
double-headers. 

Murch,  first  baseman  of  Manchester 
(New  England  league),  made  a  triple 
play  unassisted,  the  first  of  its  kind  to 
be  made  since  1880. 

Boston  Americans  lost  20  straight 
games  and  Boston  Nationals  19. 

New  York  Americans  won  15  straight 
games. 

The  baseball  record  for  games  won  up 
to  this  season  was  106,  but  the  Chicago 
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Nationals,  by  winning  116  have  a  total 
number  of  wins  and  a  percentage  that 
will  probably  stand  as  a  record  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Stone  of  the  St.  Louis  Americans 
holds  the  record  for  base  hits,  he  hav- 
ing made  a  total  of  204  for  this  season. 

Cleveland  made  120  double  plays  for 
season. 
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CHARLES  S.  (CHICK)  STAHL 
Late  Captain- Manager,  Boston  American 
League  Club. 
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ONE  OF  THE  LATE  CHICK  STAHL'S 
RECORDS. 


In  a  game  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  in 
.  1895,  in  which  the  late  Chick  Stahl  and 
"  Cozy"  Dolan  played,  Stahl  made  this 
record : 

Seven  clean  hits  in  seven  times  at 
bat,  a  record  that  has  probably  never 
been  equalled  and  certainly  has  never 
been  surpassed  in  a  professional  game 
of  baseball. 

Umpire  "Slats"  Davis  played  first 
base  for  Norfolk  in  this  remarkable 
game.  Jim  Gilroy  was  the  Norfolk 
pitcher  off  whom  Stahl  made  his  seven 
safe  drives,  helping  Lynchburg  to  a  14 
to  12  victory  after  11  exciting  innings. 

Al  Orth  pitched  for  Lynchburg  that 
day,  and  other  players  in  the  fray  were 
Joe  Corbett,  Dan  McGann,  Ollie  Picker- 
ing and  catcher  Frank  Bowerman. 
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American  League  Pitchers*  Records 

FOR  1906 


"Won. 

Lost. 

Per  Ct 

  2 

o 

1.000 

Plank,  Philadelphia.  

19 

6 

.760 

18 

6 

.750 

21 

p 

.700 

Clarkson  Xew  York  

,   9 

4 

.692 

♦ .  22 

10 

.688 

Owen  Chicago    . 

..22 

13 

.629 

21 

17 

.614 

Altrock,  Chicago  

 20 

13 

.606 

Chesbro,  Xew  York  

 24 

16 

.600 

Bender.  Philadelphia  

 15 

10 

.600 

Ivillian  Detroit   

  9 

6 

.600 

Patterson,  Chicago  

10 

.588 

Peltv,  St.  Louis  

17 

12 

.586 

Seiyer,  Detroit  

 14 

10 

.583 

Xewton.  Xew  York  

5 

.583 

Walsh,  Chicago   

17 

13 

.567 

Patten,  Washington  

 19 

16 

.543 

Tannehill,  Boston  

13 

11 

.542 

Hess,  Cleveland  

 20 

17 

.541 

Mullen,  Detroit  

21 

18 

.538 

10 

9 

.526 

Hogg,  Xew  York  

14 

13 

.519 

Howell,  St.  Louis  

15 

14 

.517 

16 

15 

.516 

Waddell  Philadelphia 

 16 

16 

.500 

Glade,  St,  Louis  

15 

15 

.500 

5 

.500 

G-riffith,  Xew  York  

2 

2 

.500 

Coaklev,  Philadelphia. 

n 

8 

.487 

Donahue,  Detroit  

13 

14 

.481 

Powell,  St.  Louis   

13 

14 

.481 

Coombs,  Philadelphia  

10 

11 

.470 

Dvgert  Philadelphia 

 11 

13 

.458 

Eels,  Cleveland   

.  ...  4 

5 

.445 

Falkenberg  Washington 

14 

20 

.412 

Glaze  Boston  

  4 

6 

.400 

Young  Boston  

13 

21 

.382 

Donovan  Detroit,  

9 

15 

.375 

Smith  Washington 

.  9 

16 

.360 

Kit^on,  Wa^hiuo^ton  . 

6 

14 

.300 

i 

.300 

Dineen,  Boston  

  8 

19 

.296 

17 

.292 

4 

10 

.286 

Winter,  Boston  

.  6 

11 

.250 

9 

21 

.087 

An  Interesting  Table  of  Figures  for 
Base  Ball  Fans  for  Season 
of  1907. 

AMERICAN  LEAGUE. 


Clubs                   Trips.  Miles.  Fares. 

Cleveland                    34  14,343  $5,163.48 

St.  Louis                      31  14,098  5,075.28 

Detroit                         34  13,286  4,783.68 

Chicago....                  32  12,307  4,430.52 

Boston                          29  11,719  4,218.84 

Athletics                      33  10,639  3,830.04 

Washington                  27  9,969  3,588.84 

New  York                     28  9,920  3,571.20 


Totals  248  96,283  $34,661.88 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE. 

Pittsburg                      39  14,870  $5,353.20 

Chicago                        32  12,555  4,519.80 

Boston                          28  12,031  4,331.16 

St.  Louis                       29  11,986  4,314.96 

Cincinnati                   31  11,949  4,301.64 

Brooklyn                      27  10,244  3,687.84 

New  York                    25  9,760  3,513.60 

Philadelphia                 28  8,760  3,153.60 

Totals                       239  92,155  $33,175.80 
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BOSTON  AMERICANS — At  Home 


In  order  of  visiting  Clubs'  first  appearance 


WASHINGTON— April  16,  17,  13  ;  July 
2,  3,  4  (4);  Sept.  4,  5,  6,  7. 

PHILADELPHIA— April  24,  25,  26,  27; 
June  27,  28,  29;  July  1 ;  Sept.  9,  10, 
11. 

NEW  YORK— April  29,  30  ;  May  1,  2, 
31  ;  June  1,  3,  22,  24,  25,  26. 

DETROIT— June  4,  5,  6,  7  ;  July  24,  25, 
26,  27  ;  Sept.  24,  25,  26. 

CLEVELAND— June  8,  10,  11,  12  ;  July 
29,  30,  31 ;  Aug.  1 ;  Sept.  20,  21,  23. 

ST.  LOUIS— June  14,  15,  17  (17)  ;  Aug. 
2,  3,  5,  6;  Oct.  1,  2,  3. 

CHICAGO- June  18,  19,  20,  21  ;  Aug.  7, 
8,  9,  10  ;  Sept.  27,  28,  30. 


Holidays — June  17,  St.  Louis,  two  games ;  July 
4,  Washington,  two  games. 
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BOSTON  NATIONALS— At  Home 


In  order  of  visiting  Clnbs'  first  appearance 


BROOKLYN— April  11,  12,  13,  15  ;  May 
28,  29,  30,  (30)  ;  Oct.  4,  5,  5. 

NEW  YORK— April  19  (19),  20,  22,  23  ; 
Aug.  30,  31,  31;  Sept.  16,  IT,  18. 

PHILADELPHIA— May  3,4,  6,  7  ;  Sept. 
2  (2),  3,  4,  12,  13,  14.' 

CINCINNATI— May  3,  9,  10,  11  ;  July 
6,  8,  9,  10  ;  Aug.  27,  28,  29. 

PITTSBURG— May  13.  14,  15  ;  July  19, 
20,  22,  23  ;  Aug.  17,  19,  20,  21. 

CHICAGO— May  16,  17,  18,  20  ;  July  16, 
17,  18  ;  Aug.  22,  23,  24,  26. 

ST.  LOUIS— May  21,  22,  23;  July  11,  12, 
13,  15  ;  Aug,  13,  14,  15,  16, 


Holidays — April  19.  New  York,  two  games  :  May 
30,  Brooklyn,  two  games;  Labor  Day,  Phila- 
delphia, two  games.  Double-headers  are 
scheduled  with  ZSTew  York.  Saturday.  Aug.  31. 
and  Brooklyn.  Oct.  5.  The  season 'will  open 
and  close  in  Boston— April  11— Oct.  5. 
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BOOKS 

Furnished  in  Any  Quantity 


Big  Discount 

Allowed  on  500  or  over 


Good  Commission 

For  School  Boys  or  Street  Men 


ADDRESS 

GEO.  G.  HALL 

259  Washington  St.,  Boston 

 OR  

89  Cross  St,,  Somerville 

\ 

504  - 


